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Power Creek Reserve Walk 
Bushland walk / mtb circuit

Schulz Organic Dairy 
Cafe and farmgate experience

Parratte Rec Reserve 
Toilet facilities

Rural vistas and potential 
farmgate experiences

Southern Ocean views and 
Great Ocean Road

Port Campbell swing bridge 
and township



WHAT
After 12 years of thorough and careful 
planning, the $6.1 million Twelve 
Apostles Trail is nearing reality.

Stage one of the trail will meet the 
wishes of Timboon and Port Campbell 
residents who listed safe cycling and 
walking paths among the top priorites in 
their community plans.

The Timboon to Port Campbell leg will 
provide 20 km of high-quality, off-road 
cycling and walking path joining the 
Camperdown-Timboon Rail Trail to the 
heart of Port Campbell.

There will also be options for residents 
who don’t want to venture too far from:

Timboon: Maynards Road return loop 7km

Port Campbell: Campbells Creek Bridge loop 
2.5km

It will provide more recreation and social 
opportunities and be a community asset residents 
can be proud of.

Promoting low-impact activity on the trail through 
our beautiful natural environment will help 
improve the physical health and mental wellbeing 
of our community.

The trail will also contribute to growth in jobs and 
skills and business opportunities.

Gourmet food and farm gate attractions will have 
a new kind of visitor as trail users are brought right 
to their doors.

The Trail aims to attract a new tourism market 
in addition to the day trippers who turn back at 
the Twelve Apostles and miss out on what the 
hinterland has to offer.

Visitors will be able to take the train from Melbourne to 
Camperdown and cycle to the coast without a car adding to 
road congestion and greenhouse emissions.

WHY 

It will:

• improve health and wellbeing of local residents with more  
opportunities for outdoor activity and social connections.

• improve public infrastructure and amenity;

• help disperse visitors from Port Campbell to small 
hinterland towns and benefit local economies;

• provide a nature-based activity that increases yield by 
converting day trips to overnight stays; and

• improve visitor experience to the Shipwreck Coast region.

WHO
The community initiative has been driven by a steering 
group since 2007, the Twelve Apostles Trail Committee 
has a core group of individual and stakeholder members. 
Up to 2017 it was supported by Twelve Apostles Tourism 
& Business Association, since 2017 Great Ocean Road 
Regional Tourism Ltd have supported the steering group.  
The project has support from DELWP, Wannon Water, 
Parks Victoria, Great Ocean Road Regional Tourism Ltd, 
local businesses and local Member for Wannon Dan 
Tehan.

For more information. See the ‘It Just Makes Sense’ 
brochure at www.corangamite.vic.gov.au/Advocacy

If you want more information or have a great idea to 
share, contact

Brooke Love 
Director Works and Services
Corangamite Shire
PO Box 84 Camperdown VIC 3260
Tel: 03 5593 7163;  
Mobile: 0409 976 204
brooke.love@corangamite.vic.gov.au

THIS STAGE – DETAILED DESIGN
This Detailed Design stage will develop a design based on the 
preferred concept option developed in 2013 and in response to 
all relevant surveys and investigations. These will be presented 
for landowner, stakeholder and community feedback. It will 
quantify the estimated costs. The designs will then be finalised 
to progress to construction, pending funding.

The trail will be designed sensitively to minimise the impact on 
native vegetation and to respect the cultural heritage of the 
area. There are several cattle crossings and driveway crossings 
which will each be considered for their own unique setting 
and/or arrangements. Landowners will have the opportunity to 
review and provide any feedback on these to help finalise the 
crossing design.
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8,100
Additional visits  

per year

Local recreation 
visits per year

20,000+

residents will live 
within 5 kilometres 

of the trail

10,000

The trail will link Port Campbell to the Timboon gourmet precinct.



TIMELINES
Project will commence early 2020.

Quotations were called for in September 2019

Key stages include:

• schematic design

• consultation

• detailed design

It is anticipated the project will be completed mid-2020. 

SUSTAINABILITY
The trail design will be sympathetic with the natural elements 
and character of the landscape. It will consider sustainable 
design and construction principles including cultural heritage 
and flora and fauna considerations, long-term management 
and maintenance and industry best practice and standards.

ENVIRONMENT
With less air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions or noise, 
cycling is a more environmentally friendly way to travel 
than driving. Shifting 5% of car trips to bicycle could reduce 
emission impacts by up to 8%. 

HEALTH
Increased physical activity results in many health benefits, 
including improved weight management, reduced risk of 
developing chronic conditions, and better mental health.

Statistics show 58.4% of Corangamite residents do not get 
the recommended amount of physical activity, which can lead 
to poor health.

Suitable and safe places, such as cycling and walking trails, 
have been shown to encourage walking, cycling and jogging. 

Walking and cycling reduce the risks of cardiovascular 
disease, obesity, Type-2 diabetes, some types of cancer, 
osteoporosis and mental illness. They cause less strain and 
fewer injuries than other forms of exercise, work the muscles, 
and  increase strength, and stamina.

Getting out in nature provides both mental health benefits 
including relaxation, stress reduction and offsetting exposure 
to air pollution and noise. Providing infrastructure to enable 
time in nature is important in Corangamite Shire given that 
less than half (41.9%) our residents visit green space once a 
week.

SAFETY
Cycling and walking are not dangerous in themselves, but on 
the road and shoulders, cars and trucks can cause significant 
harm to cyclists and pedestrians if somethign goes wrong. 
Our roads were not designed for cyclists and, like it or not, 
many drivers view cyclists as intruders on the road. Also, 
cyclists and walkers lack protection and visibility from 
motor vehicles, particularly at night. The dedicated trail will 
overcome these problems.
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Proposed boardwalk to be screened from the road  
by existing vegetation.

Proposed boardwalk to the edge of the Great 
Ocean Road.

Existing cattle crossings will be accomodated
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PROJECT STAGES
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STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4 STAGE 5

INVESTIGATION  
AND ANALYSIS

DISCUSSING  
THE DESIGN

CONSULTATION

CONFIRMING  
THE DESIGN

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION  
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Stakeholder and 
community review of 

designs.

This is where the design 
is confirmed.

Construction 
documentation 

finalised.

Onsite and technical 
assessments and 

preliminary concepts.

ECONOMY
Studies have found cycling tourism could increase the 
number of visitors to regional Victoria and stimulate our rural 
economies.

Cycling tourists stay longer and do more when travelling. The 
average length of stay for tourists to a region has increased 
due to the development of high quality trails and associated 
cycling tourism products.

Attracting cyclists provides direct economic benefit to 
commercial trail-based businesses, including guiding 
services, equipment and passenger transport and equipment 
hire. It creates local jobs and opportunities to package 
and promote regional products to establish destination 
experiences.

Cycling visitors to the Barwon South West Region spend  
$24-35 million each year as a result of using trails and 
mountain bike hubs. Across Australia, cycling tourism and 
events are estimated to generate $254 million each year for 
local economies. 

In addition to increasing participation in cycling among 
local residents, it is also likely that cycling tourism will 
grow with the development of off-road cycling routes and 
facilities. The Twelve Apostles Trail will provide a physical 
link from the Shipwreck Coast into the hinterland, allowing 
for the  dispersal of tourism from the Great Ocean Road. 
The tourism assets clustered around the trail will allow 
tourists to combine their cycling trip with visits to other local 
attractions.
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