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Skipton Flood recovery 
Update # 3

Skipton Flood Recovery 
Project Update
The Skipton Flood Recovery Committee 
is continuing to work on a Flood Recovery 
Plan for Skipton. 

The Plan will identify projects and activities 
that support the community’s recovery from 
the flood. It includes short to long term 
projects such as:

• Community events 
• Repairing the Skipton-Ballarat Rail Trail
• Revitalising Jubilee Park including 

upgrading the public toilets

Keep an eye on the next edition of 
newsletter for the final list of projects to 
be included in the recovery plan. Once 
finalised, this plan will be used to source 
funding to deliver these projects and 
activities.

For more information about the Skipton 
Flood Recovery Plan, please contact any of 
the Skipton Flood Recovery members:

• Nic Byrne, Skipton Lions

• Josh Nixon, Skipton Lions
• Stan Foote, Skipton Community Op-

Shop
• Dave Hunneybell, Skipton Progress 

Association
• Stewart Tickner, Skipton CFA
• Russell Pitcher, Ambulance Victoria
• Meryn Pease, Beaufort and Skipton 

Health Services
• Georgie Green, Skipton Primary School
• Laura Leslie
• Catriona Walker
• Anthony Graham, Victoria Police

Completed repairs
Smythe St, including the Bill Corbett 
Bridge which is now reopened

Council has recently completed flood 
repairs on Pett St and Smythe St, including 
the Bill Corbett Bridge which has now 
reopened. 

Repairs to the bluestone drain opposite the 
supermarket are planned in coming weeks.

Flood damage to the Bill Corbett Bridge on Smythe 
St, prior to repairs

Come say hi!
Council’s flood recovery staff will 
be working from the old takeaway 
shop in Montgomery Street on 
Thursday 23 February from  
10 am-2 pm. 

Drop in and say hi to 
our team!
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Upcoming Events

Op-Shop open for 
business!

The Skipton Op-Shop is back 
in business and open seven 
days a week again. 

Prior to the October flood 
event, most of the stock 
was moved to the Skipton 
Mechanics Hall where Op-
Shop workers operated out 
of for five weeks with all 
the sales going towards the 
Skipton Flood Appeal. 

Once the shop had dried, 
a small band of volunteers 
worked on replacing the 
section of damaged floor. 
A load of shelving from a 
renovation store in Ballarat 
was kindly received where 
it was cut down to replace 
the shelving damaged in the 
flood. 

With the help of three utes, 
stock from the hall was moved 
back into the Op-Shop and 
the community Op-Shop was 
back up and running by the 
start of December. 

Further works planned to 
the Op-Shop include the 
installation of solar panels. 
The panels will be completed 
by 17 February thanks to the 
generosity of the Stockyard 
Hill Windfarm.

Make sure to check out the 
Op-Shop next time you’re 
around in Skipton.  

Australia Day Awards recognise Skipton 
residents
Skipton’s strong volunteering 
spirit was on show at recent 
Australia Day Awards. Almost 
half of the Corangamite Shire 
Achievement Award recipients 
were from Skipton.

The award recipients were 
announced at the official 
Australia Day event at the 
Noorat Recreation Reserve, 
where Mayor Ruth Gstrein 
recognised the contributions of 
volunteers.

“We are very fortunate to have 
such dedicated community 
champions in our Shire,”  
Cr Gstrein said.

“They all give generously of 
their time to benefit their towns 
and our wider community.

“Today we formally 
acknowledge their contribution 
and also recognise all of the 
unsung heroes across the 

Shire who work tirelessly 
to help make Corangamite 
a connected and thriving 
community.”

Congratulations to the Skipton 
Achievement Award recipients:

• Andrew Bodman
• Sanjan Dawson
• Georgie Green
• Sue Hunneybell
• Laura Leslie
• Jan Murphy
• Anna Nash
• John Peeters
• Peter Smith
• Keely Clark
• Patrick Gowans
• Skipton Football Netball 

Club
• Skipton Flood preparation 

and clean-up — Skipton 
Youth 

25 February: Skipton Dice 
Run. Registrations from 7 am 
at McDonalds Rockbank.

5 March: Skipton Triathlon 
at Skipton Swimming Pool

8 March: International 
Women’s Day Event at the 
Skipton Mechanics Hall

17 March: Barefoot Bowls 
Night to thank emergency 
volunteers
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Help for clean-up,  fence repairs

Skipton 
Community Flood 
Appeal

To donate to the Skipton 
Lions Club Flood Appeal 
visit  
gofund.me/cec1a524 
or by funds transfer to: 
BSB: 633 000 
Account Number:  
167 629 302
All funds raised will go 
to Skipton residents 
and businesses directly 
impacted by the flood.

Support services 
Lifeline 13  11  14 Australia-wide 
crisis support and prevention 
service 
beyondblue 1300  224  636 
Support for issues relating to 
anxiety and depression 
SANE Australia 1800 18 SANE  
(1800 187 263) 
Anxiety Recovery 
Centre Victoria 9830  0533 or 
1300  ANXIETY (1300 269 438) 
Mental Health Foundation of 
Australia (Victoria) 9427  0406 
Kids Help Line 1800  551  800 free 
counselling for young people 
between the ages of 5 and 25 
Rural Aid www.ruralaid.
org.au/counsellors/  Free, 
confidential support to farmers and 
their families.

Save the date: barefoot bowls and 
barbecue to thank volunteers

A barefoot bowls and barbecue night will be held to thank 
emergency services volunteers for their help during the 
floods. 

Skipton received an incredible amount of help from 
emergency service volunteers during the flood, including 
from SES and CFA volunteers. Volunteers worked around 
to clock to help Skipton residents and businesses with 
sandbagging, flood rescues, assistance requests, and 
clean-up. 

The Skipton community want to show their gratitude 
and thanks to emergency services volunteers for their 
amazing support though a Barefoot Bowls Night on Friday 
17 March, 6 pm at the Skipton Bowls Club. 

Further details are still to come but pop the date in your 
calendar. All Skipton and surrounding residents are 
welcome to attend.

Were your fences 
damaged in the floods? 
Do you need assistance 
in clearing, repairing or 
replacing fences? Or 
cleaning up flood debris? 

Council is partnering with 
Landmate to provide 
work crews to assist flood 
impacted properties with 
clean-up activities like 
clearing flood debris and 

repairing fences. This is 
no cost to be involved 
with this program and 
both township and rural 
properties are eligible for 
assistance.

Please call our 
Emergency Team on 
5593  7100 for further 
information or if you want 
request assistance from a 
Landmate crew.

http://gofund.me/cec1a524
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Mozzie alert 

With the 
recent 
floods in 
many areas 
across 
Victoria, 
the risk of 
mosquito 
breeding 
is high. By 
following a 
few simple 
steps you can reduce your risk of 
being bitten and getting sick: 
1. Cover up – wear long, loose-fitting 

clothing. Mozzies can bite through 
tight clothing. 

2. Use repellents that contain 
picaridin or DEET on all exposed 
skin.

3. Use mosquito nets or insect 
screens.

4. Use ’knockdown’ fly spray, 
mosquito coils or plug-in repellent 
where you gather to sit or eat.

5. Limit activity outdoors and move 
indoors if possible.

Mozzie repellents are your best 
defence against mosquito bites.
Learn more about how to protect 
yourself and your family at  
www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
campaigns/beat-the-bite

Flood financial assistance  

People and businesses that have been directly 
impacted by the Skipton floods may be eligible 
for financial assistance. A number of State and 
Federal government grants are listed at the end 
of this update. Navigating these different grants 
can be a confusing process, but thankfully there 
are people available to assist you if needed. If 
you have any questions about your eligibility for 
these grants or need assistance to complete an 
application, please contact our Emergency Team 
on 5593  7100.  
For a list of funding programs, to 
corangamite.vic.gov.au/FloodGrants

Financial counselling  

Do you need help with challenging financial 
conditions? Rural Financial Counselling Service 
is a free service that can help.  

A rural financial counsellor can meet you on 
your property, in the office or another convenient 
location. The service is free, professional and 
independent. Phone: 1300  735  578 or visit www.
wswrcs.com.au to make your appointment. 

Flood support for farms and 
rural properties

Was your farm impacted by the recent floods? 
Agriculture Victoria are encouraging farmers to 
report any loss or damage to their properties by 
calling 1800  226  226 or emailing  
recovery@agriculture.vic.gov.au. 

Please quote your Property Identification Code 
(PIC) or Council property number from your rates 
notice to help Agriculture Victoria locate your 
property.  

Agriculture Victoria is working with farmers to 
respond to urgent animal welfare issues and 
assess agricultural losses and damage to inform 
the support provided to primary producers.

There are grants available to assist primary 
producers as well as rural landholders who have 
a smaller-scale primary production enterprise. 

Visit corangamite.vic.gov.au/Property/Emergency/
Skipton-flood-2022 for more information.

If you need any assistance 
following the floods or have any 
activities or information that 
you’d like to include in future 
recovery newsletters, please 
call our Emergency Team on 
5593  7100.
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