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Skipton Flood recovery 
update # 1 11 November 2022 

Local businesses re-open 

The Skipton Community Shop has re-opened 
at its new temporary premises, the Skipton 
Mechanics Hall. All money raised from the shop 
is currently going towards the Skipton Flood 
Appeal. Be sure to drop into the shop at their 
new premises and say hi to Pat and Sue. 

Opening hours 

Thursday–Friday 10  am–3  pm 

Saturday 10  am–3  pm 

Sunday 10  am–2  pm. 

After a huge clean-up effort, Emu Creek Deli 
and Café has also now re-opened its doors. 
Why not pop by the café for your morning coffee 
or lunch?

Pat Hutchison (left) and Sue Hunneybell at 
the temporary op shop in the Mechanics 
Institute Hall.

Kim Haley (right) makes a visitor feel wel-
come at  Emu Creek Deli and Gifts.

Welcome to the first Skipton Flood Recovery update. These 
updates will help to you stay up to date with flood recovery 
activities. They will provide useful resources for those directly and 
indirectly affected by the October flood. 

If you need any assistance following the floods or have any 
activities or information that you’d like to include in future 
recovery updates, please call our emergency team on 5593  7100.
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Flood financial assistance  

People and businesses that have been directly 
impacted by the Skipton floods may be eligible 
for financial assistance. A number of State and 
Federal government grants are listed at the end 
of this update. Navigating these different grants 
can be a confusing process, but thankfully there 
are people available to assist you if needed. If 
you have any questions about your eligibility for 
these grants or need assistance to complete 
an application, please contact our Emergency 
Team on 5593  7100.  
For a list of funding programs, to 
corangamite.vic.gov.au/FloodGrants

Flood Recovery Hotline 

Emergency Recovery Victoria has established 
a Flood Recovery Hotline for those impacted by 
the recent flood. If you have been affected, you 
can call 1800  560  760 for help with: 

• a range of clean-up services 
• finding somewhere to stay 
• financial, mental health and other support. 

The recovery hotline is open from 7:30  am–
7:30  pm every day. Press 9 for an interpreter. 

Damaged fences? 

Were your fences damaged in the floods? Do 
you need assistance in clearing, repairing or 
replacing fences? If so, please contact our 
Emergency Team on 5593  7100. We are looking 
to build a picture of fence damage across the 
Shire and seek support for affected property 
owners where needed.  

Financial counselling  

Do you need help with challenging financial 
conditions? Rural Financial Counselling Service 
is a free service that can help.  

A rural financial counsellor can meet you 
on your property, in the office or another 
convenient location. The service is free, 
professional and independent. Phone: 
1300  735  578 or visit www.wswrcs.com.au to 
make your appointment. 

Free waste disposal 

Properties that were directly impacted by the 
floods can receive free waste disposal at the 
Skipton Transfer Station until Wednesday 14 
December to help with the flood clean-up. 

There are no limits on how much flood waste 
you can drop off, but you will need to give 
the transfer station attendant your name and 
address.  

Household green waste drop-off is free from 
until 27 November at all transfer stations 
in the Shire to help Corangamite residents 
clean up ahead of fire season.  

(The free drop-offs are for residential garden 
waste only, not for commercial operators.)

Opening days for the Skipton Transfer 
Station during November are listed below. 
The transfer station is open from 1–5  pm. 

For more information about opening times 
and what can be dropped off at the Skipton 
Transfer Station, visit corangamite.vic.gov.
au/Rubbish-and-Recycling

http://www.corangamite.vic.gov.au/FloodGrants
http://www.wswrcs.com.au
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ABOVE: Graeme Ellis and Matthew 
Richardson help repair a fenceline.

Working Bee Thanks! 

Over 100 people attended a working bee 
to clean up flood damage on Saturday 22 
October. A big thank-you to all involved, 
including the Skipton Lions Club for cooking 
a barbecue lunch for volunteers, local ‘team 
leaders’ who worked with the volunteer crews 
and the Skipton Football Netball Club. There 
was a phenomenal amount of work done by 
volunteers in a short amount of time. 

Kaiya Morris-Faithfull, Simon Faithfull and 
Claire Morris uncover a swamped fence.

Craig Thomas and Robert Pelchen clean up 
detritus on a resident’s land.

Support services 
Lifeline 13  11  14 Australia-wide crisis support 
and prevention service 
beyondblue 1300  224  636 Support for 
issues relating to anxiety and depression 
SANE Australia 1800 18 SANE  
(1800 187 263) 
Anxiety Recovery 
Centre Victoria 9830  0533 or 
1300  ANXIETY (1300 269 438) 
Mental Health Foundation of 
Australia (Victoria) 9427  0406 
Kids Help Line 1800  551  800 free 
counselling for young people between the 
ages of 5 and 25 
Rural Aid www.ruralaid.org.au/
counsellors/  Free, confidential support to 
farmers and their families.

Skipton Community Flood 
Appeal seeking donations 

The Skipton Lions Club has set up a local 
appeal to raise funds for Skipton residents 
and businesses directly affected by the 
flood. Financial donations can be me made 
at gofund.me/cec1a524  

or by funds transfer to: 

BSB: 633 000 

Account Number: 167 629 302 

So far around $6,000 has been raised. The 
Lions club will be distributing the first round 
of funding shortly to affected households 
and business, although donations are still 
being sought to provide for future funding 
rounds.

https://gofund.me/cec1a524
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Have your say on Skipton’s flood recovery
A new committee has been formed to oversee 
the Skipton community’s recovery from the 
recent floods. It includes representatives from 
CFA, Lions, Progress Association, Ambulance 
Victoria, Skipton Community Shop, Beaufort 
Skipton Health Service, Victoria Police, 
community representatives, Emergency 
Recovery Victoria and Council. 

The Committee is developing a community 
recovery plan for the recent floods. This plan 
will outline community projects and activities to 
support the community’s recovery. 

The Committee have come up with a list of 
potential projects to be included in the recovery 
plan. This list includes projects to help those 
affected by the floods as well as projects that 
provide a broad community benefit.  

Your feedback is sought on what projects and 
activities are needed to support Skipton’s 
recovery. Feedback can be provided until 
Wednesday 30 November at corangamite.vic.
gov.au/SkiptonRecoveryProject , by scanning 
the QR code, or at feedback boxes at Skipton 
Supermarket and Skipton Pharmacy. 

Short-term projects: 0 – 1 month  
1. Paint and replace shelving at the Skipton 

Community Shop  
2. Repair damage to the sandbagging and 

parking areas at the CFA shed 
3. Chat and chew: Free monthly community 

gathering to chat over a meal  
4. Rationalising committees in the town to 

reduce administrative burden, support 
cooperation and revitalise groups  

5. Clean up of debris along the creek 
6. Community working bee to continue clean-

up followed by a social gathering.  
Medium-term projects: 1 – 6 months  
1. Repair damage to the Skipton-Ballarat Rail 

Trial and upgrade trail to help prevent future 
damage  

2. Revitalise the tennis court/Jubilee Park area 
to make it more usable 

3. Community gathering to thank volunteers  

Long-term projects: more than 6 months 
1. Investigate re-locating the town’s main 

business area to higher ground 
2. Investigate further flood mitigations for the 

Skipton town  
3. Investigate portable levy banks which can 

easily be installed and removed as needed 
4. Upgrade the public toilets at the tennis court  
5. Investigate a joint community facility hub 

(incorporating facilities such as the pool and 
recreation reserve)  

6. New community hub where people can 
gather 

7. A new pub or restaurant located on higher 
ground. 

8. Half basketball court at the tennis court 
9. Lighting at Jubilee Park  
10. Indoor heated pool for the town 
11. Free camp (RV) park including installation 

of a dump point and upgrades to the pool 
toilets to accommodate campers. 

12. Toilets at the start of the Skipton-Ballarat 
Rail Trail 

13. Upgrade of the CFA station 
14. SES depot in Skipton 
15. More affordable housing for the town


