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Beach Wheelchair Safety Procedure – Wanderer 
It is important to be prepared before you use the beach wheelchair.  Please read this 
document in full and signed the safety procedures checklist prior to using the beach 
wheelchair. 

The Wanderer beach wheelchair is designed for use along the Port Campbell 
foreshore beach; soft and hard sand, grassed areas, footpaths, low level water. 

This chair does not float and is not designed to be submerged in water, however, can 
go into low water.  Water depth should not exceed the centre of the rear wheel. 

The Wanderer is not an independent chair, therefore please ensure you have the right 
level of support to transfer to and push the beach wheelchair.  

 

Before Use: 
Check the weather for incoming tides as well as the strength of the waves, wind 
strength, storms and heat prior to hiring the Wanderer.  Staff at the Lifesaving Club 
will be able to provide you with helpful information regarding weather conditions and 
beach suitability. 

Ensure walkway / path of travel is clear of hazards such as debris. 

Visually inspect the seating, tyres and moving parts for any possible damage / wear. 

Ensure the support person(s) stabilise the Wanderer so that it will not move when a 
person is transferring to the chair and being seated. Ensure the foot rest is lowered 
and the parking break is activated prior to a person being seated.   

Please note that at this stage, there is no hoist available at Port Campbell beach. 

Support people must refer to their organisations client transfer policy when transferring 
the chair user from their chair into the Wanderer. If support person is not employed 
through a support organisation, local rehabilitation centres, hospitals and 
physiotherapists can provide training on transferring and lifting. 

 

 

 

 



 

During Use: 
The Wanderer has been designed to be used on wet and dry sand, at the waters edge. 

The Wanderer is stable in low water levels up to the centre of the rear wheels, in still 
water conditions. 

The chair is not to be used in deep water. 

The Wanderer must not exceed the maximum recommended loading of 120kg 

Do not ever leave a person unattended when in the chair. 

When parking the chair find a level surface to park on and ensure the parking brake is 
securely locked down. 

Gradient’s steeper than a standard ramp rise is not recommended unless two people 
are assisting with pushing the chair. 

In dry and soft sand it is often easier to pull the chair backward, rather than to push it 
forward.  Two people are recommended to pull the chair backward through the sand 
or up a slope. 

Always keep the passenger informed about what action you are taking eg: turning, 
crossing road, entering water. 

Ensure heavy items are not placed on the back of the wheelchair or the handles. 

The Chair is not designed for self-propelling and must be supervised and pushed by 
a responsible assistant. 

The Chair must be propelled by being pushed or pulled by an assistant only and must 
not be propelled by towing behind a motor vehicle, kite, or other means.   

Always use the safety belt when using the chair on land especially if the passenger 
experiences unsteadiness such as epilepsy.. 

The chair is not to be removed from the designated beach area. 

 

  



 

After Use: 
Ensure seat and foot rests are in the correct position and wheel brakes applied prior 
to a person exiting the wheelchair. 

Where possible, the hirer should use a shower or hose to clean down the chair before 
returning to the lifesaving club. 

Any safety, mechanical or accessibility concerns with the use of the Wanderer should 
be reported immediately to the lifesaving club. 

The Port Campbell Surf Lifesaving Club welcomes your feedback on your experience 
using the Wanderer. Please provide feedback directly to staff on the day or contact 
the club at pcslsc@pcslsc.org.au 

 

Safety procedure checklist for user to complete prior to use of the Wanderer 

 Read and understood the Wanderer safety procedures 
 Been provided with a demonstration on how to use the Wanderer 
 Check the park brake release and engage 
 Check how to adjust arm and foot rests 
 Checked back rest adjustment and seat belt harness 
 Noted the low water instructions 
 Have two assistants if entering the water to float 
 Checked weather conditions such as wind strength, incoming / outgoing tides, 

possible storms and heat 
 Checked the life-saving flags are in operation 
 Provided an approximate time to return the Wanderer 
 Note the Lifesaving Club contact number in case of any unexpected issues or 

emergencies 5598 6275 
 Note where the beach lifesavers are located  
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